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It has never been easy to obtan details of the S.MAE.
membership and we were, therefore, particularly ;emw
to lcarn at the Annual General Meetin gha
that the total number of members has now dropped to wround
3,000, Yet this disturbing announcement did rot seem to
U to Cause any Surprise of CORCErn LMONESE those present,
despite the fact that it reflected all oo clearly the present
serious state of affairs in the model aircraft club movement.
During 1953 a large number of clubs went out of existence
altogether and oven some of the old escablished oncs are
now mere shadows of what they were; also the number of
S.M.AE. Area Committees that are still showing any signs
of life could be counted on the fingers of one has

Lest we be accused of painting oo black a picturc of the
situation as we sec It, we would hasten to add that all this
has happened 3t 3 tme when Interest in our hobby has
increased. Proof of this is the fact that the model
raft trade generally has had a very good year One firm
alone sold well over K million_kits in 1953—but obviously
not ta the 3,000 S.MAE members.

b, but the new membership scheme s going to
everything right ' we can hear some of th NE irionds
saying—and how wrong they would be, e i s
is a definite move in the right direction and it has our whole-
hearted support, but we firmly believe that it new has to be
SOLD o the many thousands of poteatial members in this
country. Ve, therefore. strongly urge the Council to
appoint without delay a special sub-committee toi—

@) Plan and put into cfiocs 31 doon 42 possible a live

mbership campaign.

® Circulace 3 progress report to the madelling press
giving up-to-date membership figures.

co-operation of the model aircraft

each mont!
(©) Ot the
E. could

By xduptmg 2 more progressive policy the S.

most momentol ory—we
sincerely hope that it will not fail 1o take full advantage of
this wonderful oppartunity.

Cover Story

Albert Wastable of
Moulins Alier, in France,
ame over to compete

in the International R/C
contest at Southend last
year, but the wind was

30 fierce that he pru-
dencly decided not to
compete. However,

he later gave an im-
pressive den.onsera-

unit controls
engine speed,
elevators
and rudder.

Contents.
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Toucan Plan MA 180 FF Rubber Sport.
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Stiletto Plan MA 182 FF IC Sport.
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Supermarine Spiteful Plan MA 183 CL Scale
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Grumman Wildcat Plan MA 184 FF IC Scale
Military Fighter.
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Blackburn Shark Plan MA 185 FF IC Scale
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Ker-Mando Plan MA 186 CL Sport Acro.
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Chug Buggy Plan MA 187 FF IC Semi Scale
Sport Trainer.
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Clot Plan MA 189 FF IC Sport.
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Unknown Plan in search MA 192.

Unknown Plan in search MA 192
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Unknown Plan in search MA 193.
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Thermaleer Plan MA 195 FF Rubber Sport.
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The lack of support given to the recent Northern Gala
By the model fliers in that area seems to cll for some
comment. For years Northern modeilers have cemplained
bitterly that they have not been given ™ a fair crack of the
Whip " by the SM.AE. Al the important S.M.AE, contests,
they pointed out, were held in or near the South of England
and it must be admitted that in the past there was a good deal
of justification for their complaints.

To meee this criticiom the S.M.AE Councl decided
before the end of last year, 10 hold 2 two-day centralised
meeting in the North and they allocated eight of the Society’s
trophies to this meeting. The programme included a
wide range ef cantests to suit all types of models and was as
comprehensive a5 that provided for the Nationals.

It might have been expecsed that the Northern modellers
would hive been very pleased about this, bue If they were
they showed their pleasure by virtually boycotting the
OCTOBER 1954 Ne. 163 VOL. 13 meeting. More than half the contestants travelled over 200
miles from the South and the amount received in entry
fees was loss than a quarter of what it would have been if
the contests had been held elsewhere in the country.
Contents Obvisusly, there must be some reasons why the majority

of the Northern Area clubs, with the notable exception ef

the local Darlingten ¢lub, took no active part In either

organising or participating in this meeting. Wa should

certainly like to hear these reasons and s we imagine would

the S.M.AE. Council. Certainly, if no satisfactory explana-

Pl sl e T tion is farthcoming, the Council could hardly be blamed if
o 46. The

ndenborg v menoplane they decided not to repeat this unfortunate experiment
ACCENT ON POWER—The new angines i s
AVIATION NEWSPAGE yate
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FLYING SCALE HODELS
ANTIWARF STRUCTURES

Plans Photographed shortly after the final round of this year's
CURTISS JENNY Wakefield competition is Alan King of Australia, the winner,
PENNT ROCKET with his model.
The trophy has now been competed for nineteen times

Fhotopas since it was presented by the late Viscount Wakefield, in
RAF. CHAMPIONSHIPS 1927, and this is the firsc time that an Australian has won it
NORTHERN GALA
INDOOR NATIONALS
CAMBRIDGE TEAM RACE
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Curtiss Jenny Plan MA 197 FF IC Scale Sport
Civil.

Photo. Plan.
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Bee 25 Plan MA 198 CL Sport.
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Wendy Plan MA 199 FF IC Sport Trainer.

Photo.
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EDITORIAL

With the agprosch of the end of the year t i customary to
look back and review the events of the past twelve months
el i object of assessing the good and the bad
things ; and if not going 1o the length of making resslutions
for the new =, at least bearing in mind the better paints
with the cbjsct of propagating them, and the not.se-gecd
oaml with £he Iebanton of eliminating them,

The intarnational eantests this year have left the trophies
more scattered than ever, and this brings to the fere the
previously discussed plans for a **Model Air Olympics ™"
combining ali the international class competitions n one large
meeting. As it seems unlikely that there will ever be sufficient
maney—ar spansorship—to enable the teams to forgather as
they have ateempted to in the past, it seems that it would
now be mare econamic ta hold all the events in one place,

At heme, the 5.M.A.E. scheme which couples insurance and
allows for associate members Is working well, a3 the number
of clubs affiliated has risen by a third during the year, whl\i‘
in addition there are over 3,500 associate members.
fiying field situation is still one of the blackest spots in :h-
habby, and efforts Lo improve it continus 1o be nullified by
selfish and Irresponsible vandals and their destructive
behaviour when they are guests on aerodromes.

The trade generally have had a good year ; the demand for
kits and maverials has risen and in mast cases the endeavours
10 increase production has met with success, and at least
twa firms have moved to new and larger premises.

‘ Model Aircraft*' has shared in this prosperity and the

number of copies sold has increased steadily throughout the

ar. Wa thank our readers and the trags for their continued
support and hope that the promise that this last year has
shown will be maintained in the future. We feel that during
the past year we have fully justified our claim to be the mast
progressive modelling publication, and we are confident that
our pians for the future development of ~ M.A." will enable
us to uphold this pasition.

Cover Story
hristmas is wsually a time for reflection of the year's
events and highlights, and we ourseives, when deciding on a
covor for this Christmas issue, ckimmed through the cover
photss that have appeared over the last eloven months.
AnmmauaHy our thoughts turned to snow scenes and the
like, but we decided to avoid the obvious, and 3o ©n our gay
«cover we feature three pictures of three ordinary modellers.
We use the word ** ordinary * in no derogatory sense, but
rather because they are all consistent competitors, and as
such in the backbone of the movement.
Sgt. A. J. Botting and his young son (top right) of the
,C.A ., are familiar figures in R'C events at most of the
big meetings.
John Snewin of Blackheath M.AC. (bottom right) con-
sistently appears in the S.M.AE. contest results, and he is
seen hm launching ene of his light-weight rubber duration

Cump\u.\“ the trig it John Webster of Farnborough
M.A.C., flying in the * Sir John Shelley " 2t the Nationals.
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