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SPECIALIST 'V’

HIGH PERFORMANCE SAILPLANE DESIGNED FOR SPORT OR COMPETITION

The first prototype of the Specialist
V was built early in 1971 simply
because 1 wanted something that
looked different from the usual sail-
plane. The model also had to resemble
a full-sized glider, one of my favorites
being the HP-14. So, after numerous
drawings and a few cold ones, or
maybe the other way around, | arrived
at the final design for the Specialist V.
The prototypes have all flown quite
well in light wind conditions, but
really come to life in a strong breeze.
Here are a few of its particular “do’s
and don’ts”:
1) The glide is excellent.
2) It penetrates extremely well.
3) It can make about a 70 degree bank
in a thermal without dropping its
nose.
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4) It can fly inverted!

5) It will almost roll . ..

6) It is extremely sensitive to elevator
control so keep the movement to a
minimum.

7) The rudders work normally and
need maximum movement.

When 1 completed construction of
the first prototype | found that the
Specialist V was quite different for
me. On the first flight I was banging
the stick to every corner on the Kraft
transmitter thinking that the model
was unstable. What, in fact, had hap-
pened was that I had been flying my
docile Blue Max sailplane for almost a
year previously which was radically
different compared to this high perfor-
mance model. But, when I finally
settled down and overcame my first

flight “heart failure,” I learned to fly
it properly. My error with the Spec-
ialist V was one that all beginners
experience immediately — over-
controlling! I found that moving the
stick about 1/4” —3/8” in any
direction was quite adequate for
normal flight maneuvers. Now, with-
out any further ado, a few fips on
building the Specialist V.

CONSTRUCTION: GENERAL

The canopy on my original model
came from a Cirrus kit, but any large
commercial canopy will fit. Be sure to
use Titebond glue for all joints during
construction and very soft balsa blocks
for the rear turtle decking. In fact, if
you want to decrease the weight even
more, formers and sheeting can be
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A typical four channel proportional system of the sub-miniature variety. In the foreground is the receiver. Behind it is a 225 mah
rechargeable nickel cadmium hattery pack, followed by four proportional servos. An on-off switch is connected between the receiver and
battery pack. Plugged to right of receiver is charge receptacle for the battery charger. Total airborne weight is 9 ounces,

forth from Mode 1 to Mode 2 so it’s
no great problem if you wish to switch
your thinking,

And now to the question of what

do you buy if you're “left handed?”
Forget about single stick, because
yowll have an impossible time with
the throttle and trims unless you can

stand the extra cost of a manufacturer
building a ‘backwards’ set for
you - - - if, in fact, one will do it. Also,
the resale value of an “odd-ball” set

Servos are available in different sizes and output configurations, varying from manufacturer to manufacturer. Output modes include rotary
wheel or arm or opposed linear racks, or a combination of both modes on the same servo. Servo trays are always recommended for proper

installation in your aireraft.
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