VOLUME T FIRST QUARTER

NUMBER I 199
KAPA KOMMENTS

By Jim Alaback

Welcome to Kits & Plans Antiquitous!

This is the first issue of the KAPA Kollector, and you
are a founding member of what I hope will be a very useful new
club for people who are interested in the preservation and
exchange of wood model airplane kits and plans and the history
of the individuals and companies who created them.

In meeting and corresponding with modelers I have found
that many of them have some old kits or plans that they have
collected and some of these modelers are interested in adding
to their collection. About the only way of doing this on more
than an informal, local basis has been to advertise in the
commercial model magazines' classified sections, or in the Model
Engine Collectors' Association "Swap Sheet". 1In both of these
cases, the advertisement may be somewhat lost among all the
other interests that are advertised. As a result I asked readers
of my column, "0ld Timer Topics", in Flying Models, if they
were interested in a club for wood kit and plan collectors (in
the December 1992 issue on page 73).

Letters from readers were encouraging. One of the first

was from Lou Buffardi. Lou was not only enthusiastic, but
offered to edit a club newsletter. That was an offer I could
not refuse! Lou was already known to me as the author of the

book Ercoupe... (ESSCO, Akron, Ohio, 1980) and the modeling
columnist for such magazines as WWI Aero, Skyways, and Air Wars.
Lou is a retired Army officer with a long background in modeling
and is an active kit collector.

Lou and I have worked together to name the organization
("Antiquitous" was Lou's intriguing idea) and other general
plans for 1launching the club. I did the 1logo for the club
letterhead and the newsletter. The 1line drawing of a Bellanca
on the "kit box" is one that was given to me several years
ago by professional artist, and friend, Mik Mikkelson.

As members join the club they are given a membership
number (in the postmark date order) followed by the letter "F"
which indicates a Founding member.

At Lou Buffardi's suggestion (thanks, Lou!) there are no
formal trappings of an "organization" in our club. Just a
mailing list and a newsletter, with the chores being handled
by Lou and me. If we grow big enough perhaps in the future
we'll need bylaws, officers, elections, etc., but let's see
how it goes for now without them...

Your comments and suggestions about the <c¢lub and the
newsletter are very welcome! We shall only succeed if the club
is responsive to the members' needs and desires.




KOLLEKTOR KOMMENTS

by Lou Buffardi

When Jim Alaback asked me to write a brief colum as to my objectives, I was very much honored
but felt much as the rumner in the mail room being asked to write an executive summary for the
Board of Directors. This is in no way intended as false modesty--I am humbled and intimidated
by the greats listed among the Founding Members. Frarkly, I1'd be quite happy to simply sit back
and receive this newsletter and let somebody else do the work, but I believed it was something
that needed doing and now. The reason is brutally simple: I am only 52 and hope to continue on
for quite some time barring a ''factory recall". However, should I not be around tomorrow, I do
not want my decades of collection to be discarded in the trash. I have taken great pains to list
my kits and plans, books, journals, etc., so that my wife knows to whom to mail lists, how to do
it, and wait for checks to arrive so she can mail off the items as and when needed. I not only
have heard, but in one instance have seen a widow allow such a collection to be picked up by a
dealer/collector for fractions of the value just to be "rid of it". My objectives then are to:
(1) help preserve the balsa kits for collectors, (2) provide a finders/swappers service to the
members towards that end, (3) encourage the members to locate someone they trust and provide a
list of kits and plans on hand along with addresses of favorite organizations in which to list
them as available when no longer needed, (4) enhance knowledge in the field of kit preservation
and enjoyment through sharing of hints and tips among the membership, (5) make known various
sources which may have balsa kits from time to time, (6) accomplish all of the above to member's
satisfaction via quarterly newsletter. I will mail all the newsletters at the same time
and hope they reach all of you simultaneously. I know from past experience with a very good
publication that despite their best intentions even if I call someone the moment I receive their
newlsetter the item is frequently gone. But I also know they are doing the best they can. On
another point--I have often discovered some kit in the past that I knew someone else was looking
for based on correspondence/past trading. When that happened, I would quickly send them a post-
card to let them know the address and price, or sometimes even call them. This desire has been
especially strong when I received your ads. My problem is that if it is menber -to-member, I
think it would be unfair for me to do this as all members should be privy to the same information
equally. However, if it is a non-member who writes me in a private matter, 1 will continue my
ast practice although I will try to encourage the non-member to become a member. As to the kits
themselves--they should be protected from sunlight on the boxes and not exposed to extremes of
cold or heat, dampness, etc. I came into kit collecting quite by accident as a result of fre-
quent moves which precluded movement of large built-up models. When I could afford a kit, I
would buy it to be built "someday." Now I have a few Cleveland, Berkeley, Eagle, and other rare
kits but would consider it an atrocity to cut up the pieces and build from the kit. I can photo-
copy printwood and plans and build from them, keeping the kit intact as the day it was produced.
But with some Berkeley kits I can't do that as they are die cut and T am reluctant to remove the
pieces from the sheets. Quandry. I have parted with some of my kits in the past very reluctant-
ly and only if they were going to someone who was going to preserve them in a collection. Some
people like to collect all of a manufacturer's product. I tend to collect only the specific kits
for aircraft I am interested in. One individual wanted one of my kits a few years back. I asked
him what he was going to do with the kit and suggested photocopying the printwood (it was a
Cleveland kit). He said no, he wasn't going to photocopy anything--he always wanted to build a
Cleveland whatever and was going to cut up the pieces and make the model. T tried to tell him
he would be destroying the kit forever but he didn't seem to mind. I didn't sell him the kit.
"Sel11" bothers me. I would rather trade but sometimes someone else has a kit I need but doesn't
need anything I have except cash. That's about the only time it's worth "'selling" as I'd much
rather trade for something I need or want. I did not intend to take up so much of this Issue
Number I with my "Komments." As I said before, since I pay my $6.00 per year as all of you, I
would be happy to allow someone else who could do a more professional job to take over this
happy task at any time. It needs doing and I will do it until someone else reaches for the
baton. Until that time, keep me posted with your suggestions for improvement or anything else.
If you'd like a response, please help by enclosing a postcard or SASE. Enjoy KAPA!
If you have any material you would like to have published in KAPA relating to manufacturers,
kits, plans, etc., to include old ads, plans we can reproduce in the newsletter, whatever,
we wou}fd be happy to receive it. Kindly ensure it is photocopy ready as it saves a lot of time.
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APRIL 1936

MODEL AIRCRAFT BUILDER
The COMET MODEL AIRPLANE and SUPPLY CO. ... Announces:

Fhe LINE of MODEL
AIRPLANE KITS

Offering BIG WINGSPAN
KITS-of HIGHER QUALITY
at LOWER PRICES!

BOY. oh bov—here is NEWS!

A sensational new line of model airplane kits—offering you big wingspans
at amazingly low prices—and every kit made and backed by the famous COMET
organization.

Yessiree—the new AMCO Line i~ made in the great Comet plant, designed
by Comet engineers. backed by Comet’s reputation for quality and valne! Now.
when you buyv a big wingspan kit at a low price—you’ll KNOW that vou are
getting your money’s worth—and more! ‘YOU CAN BUY ANY AMCO WITH

BOEING P-26-A COMPLETE CONFIDENCE—AND WITH THE EXPECTATION OF COM-
16 Woagspso Kit No. A-138............... 100 PLETE SATISFACTION!

On this page we show only a few of the many big values in the AMCO
Line. Here are some of the others:

25” CURTISS ROBIN KIT NO. A-130 25¢
25” TAYLOR CUB KIT NO. A-131 25¢
36” WINNIE MAE KIT NO. A-133 1.00
25” AMERICAN EAGILET KIT NO. A-134 25¢
25” REARWIN SPEEDSTER KIT NO. A-143 25¢
16” GT. LAKES TRAINER KIT NO. A-137 10¢
16” FLEET SPECIAL KIT NO. A-139 10¢
16” CURTISS HAWK P6-E KIT NO. A-140 10¢
16” CURTISS FALCON . KIT NO. A-141 10c
16” CORBEN “SUPER ACE” KIT NO. A-142 10¢
BELLANCA SKYROCKET
25" Wingspan Kit No. A-185............... 254 You must see the complete AMCO catalog in order to realize how AMCO
has chang(yed the entire hig wingspan—Ilow price field! Send for vour catalog
—at once!

« Use Coupon in Comet Ad—Page 46 For Your Order.
« No Order For Less Than 50c—All Prices Postpaid.

AMCO DIVISION

\ M[: 22 Comet Model Airplane & Supply Co.
2509 West Cermdk‘. Road Chieago. TI1.

DEALERS — THIS NEW LINE
, OFFERS YOU EXTRA SALES
! AND PROFITS

Now—present Comet dealeh and all
other dealers can meet—and beat—any
big-wingspan, low-price competition —
with this great new AMCO Line. made
and backed by Comet! Typical Comel
engineering—Comet quahh——and values
made po-~ible only by Comet’s tremen-
dous volumie and modern manufacturing
facilities! Send for detailx of the new
AMCO Line at once—be the first in vour

CURTISS ROBIN MR MULLIGAN community to stock it! Catalog, window
yoyr ¥ Wingspsn Kit No 4-138 ...... $.00 327 Wingspsn Kit No. 4-120.......0000000-- i streamer, etc, on request.

CESSNA C-34
25 Wingspan Kit No. A-182............... 25e




COMET'S BRIGHTEST STARS: "THE 1-STAR LINE"

by Jim Alaback

PART ONE
Bill Bishop (1910-1992), Comet's founder, originally favored "scientific" models
(the term used in the 1920s for non-scale contest models). However, Comet's salesmen

were coming back to the factory with requests for flying scale models. The retail dealers
said that's what model builders wanted- models of real planes! In response to this,
Bishop designed a number of scale models for the Comet line. The first were probably
the Stinson Detroiter and the S.E. 5 listed in the 1931 catalog. Over the next few years
Comet greatly expanded its line of flying scale models, many designed by Bishop himself.
(Tncidentally, Bill's family name was spelled Bibichkow originally, so when you see "WB"
or "Wm B" or "Wm Bibichkow" on a Comet plan, that is William Bishop.)

During 1933-1934 Comet's new subsidiary, Balsa Products of America (BPA), developed
a line of wvery cheap flying scale kits. Late in 1934 these BPA kits were merged into
Comet's own lines. Comet's 1935 catalog #101C lists 14 bare-bones former BPA 10¢ flying
models with 12-inch wingspans and six 6-inch span 10¢ solids, along with the already
long line of Comet's own earlier more expensive, better detailed flying scale and solid
models.

In April 1936, a new Comet division, American Modelcraft Co. (AMOO) was announced,
and its introductory line contained several 16" span flying scale models at 10¢ and
25" span for 25¢ each. These were light, simple models that were, for the time,
generally well-designed and represented excellent value in the market. They were such
a success that within five months they were added to Comet's own catalog as the "Comet
1-Star Line". The existing higher-priced Comet kits were continued asz the "Comet 2-Star
Line", and the former BPA 12" flying models were discontinued. The AMCO line was
continued (offering the same kits as Comet's 1-Star Line, at the same prices) as a means
of getting more retail dealers in a market area. This dual-marketing strategy continued
until WwW II.

Bill Bishop told me that the low-priced Comet 1-Star Line was the financial
underpinning of the company's growth and profit. Although they lent prestige, Comet's
expensive scale models and the sensationally popular gas models, were not the
money-makers despite the large amount of design and tooling talent invested in them.

Such was the success of the 1-Star Line models that they were not only produced
into WWII, but some of the kits went back in production after the war- and a few of them
are still in production today, wunchanged except for their plastic propellers, new kit
box art, and the slightly revised title blocks on the plans. These are original pre-war
Comet kits you can still buy: Stinson SR-7 (introduced in 1936, now kit #3209), Aeronca
K Seaplane (1936/#3208), Phantom Fury (1938/#3207), Piper Cub (1940/#3206), Sparky
(1941/#3408), and Taylorcraft (1941/#3505). The 54" Aeronca K of 1938 is also available
with a slight revision (showing the engine cowled in) as the Aeronca Chief (#3506).

Have any other kits ever been in production for nearly sixty years? Surely the
kits of the "1-Star Line" were Comet's brightest stars!

Part Two of this article will list the pre-war 1-Star Line models in the 10¢ series
and Part Three will list the 25¢ series kits. The lists will include the original kit
numbers, dates of introduction and the names of those who drew, lettered, or traced the
plans for these kits. Probably most if not all of these plans are still available through
KAPA members or commercial oldtime plan suppliers.

This article and the listings that follow would not have been possible without the
help of many people. My thanks to them all, and especially to KAPA members Phil
Oestricher, Bill Hannan, Walt Grigg, Don Campbell, and Jack Fike.



A SAMPLING OF TITLE BLOCKS FROM THE 25" COMET KIT PLANS: 1935-1993

A few of the remarkably successful Comet One-Star Line 25" span flying models are still

in production after 57+ years.
the same except for a plastic
prop (instead of balsa) and
minor changes in the title
block on the plans.

1) This plan was the first
in the series. It was completed
on 11-29-35. This title block
style was used on the about
the first eight models in the
25" line, and was used for
both AMCO and Comet kits.
One of the kits that used this
title block, the Stinson SR7,
is still in production and
continues to use a slightly
modernized version of this
same title block!

2) later, during 1936, this
new style of title block was
introduced to the AMCO kits.
It was continued until the
AMCO kits were discontinued
during the Second World War.

3) The Comet version of the
later 1936 style AMCO title
block. This title block
continued in use until Comet's
company name change in 1948
from Comet Model Airplane and

Supply Co.,Inc., to Comet Model

Hobbycraft Corp.

4) The title block in today's
carry-over pre-war 25" kits
is changed only slightly from
the pre-war version, showing
the revised company name and
a stylized version of the famous
Comet boy-on-comet  logotype.

The kit box

is changed, but inside the kits are about

SPAN-25" LENGTH- 514"

CURTISS ROBIN

KIT NO. E12

~DRAWN BYZZZ| KIT NO. EI9

wmcf{mn - 25" | LENGTH- i7-3/4

efoMEL

_‘

el
CO(MET=

N ﬁWINGSF’AN—ZS" LENGTH -15-1/4"

WINGSPAN - 25" LENGTH=-16-1/2"
KIT NO.2A-167 | SERIES—ONE STAR
DRAWN BY %22.,. | LETTERED BY/t fierei

AERONCA K" SEAPLANE

KIT NO. 3208 DRAWN BY—frferl frolow
COMET MODEL HOBBYCRAFT CORP., CHICAGO, ILL.




HAWK Model Airplane & Supply Co.

By Walt Grigg
King of solid models!!!]

Hawk began in 1928, in the Chicago area, selling balsa,
dope, glue, and other model supplies...The parents of this
brain-child, were Richard, and brother Phillip, Mates.

As with most other companies founded during this time, they
scraped by on the proverbial shoestring, and for two vears
sold supplies, only. In 1930, a few flying scale kits were
brought out, but it wasn’t til December, 1932, that the
first of an impressive line of solids came on the scene.
Initially, there were 4 kits; Hawk P-5, Curtis Racer,(their
spelling) Hawker Fury, and Supermarine (S6?). Prices, .50
each, 4 for $1.25, or 9 for $2.50. Phillip Mates did nearly
all the plans up to 1941..As an aside, his drawing of the
Boeing P-26 was enlarged, and used as the basis for a flying
model done by Miniature Aircraft Corp....True story..I have
the original enlargements....

By 1941, the line consisted of nearly 100!!! Geez! Their
closest competitor (in ’41) was MEGOW, with 59 solids!
Of Hawk’s line, 8 only were 1/2" scale..the rest were

1/4" . Pre-war kits had little stamped tin seats where called
for; cast lead props, turned hardwood cowls, small corked
vials of colored dope,...some even had white rubber wheels,

a la Tootsietoy. During the War, the cut to shape balsa
wing, fuselage, & tail feathers became hardwood. Dope &
lead disappeared, becoming cardboard or plastic, and
tablets of water color....ugh!! The models were, at this
time, all War Two aircraft. Sometime in 1945, balsa came
back, along with more plastic...bombs, props, etc...

Hawk went all plastic in 1946...Richard Mates told me that,
"We had a hell of a time getting the dealers to buy the
plastic kits !!! I think we sold about a dozen at the hobby
show where they first were exhibited”..... Although the
plastic model airplane kit was first done in England, Hawk
was the ploneer at mass production of injection moulding
these kits in the USA.. The Testor’s Corp. bought Hawk
sometime in the Sixties (I think)...but, plastic ain’t our
bag..even so, I did build one of their first kits, in
1949...the Laird Solution. Still have most of it.

Hawk solids were not carried in dime stores, or
hardwares...where I bought my models, so I never did build
one. At this time, there are 29 Hawk kits in my collection.
and plans for another 24, the majority being pre-
1942. . .Probably will never get them all, but, most of the
fun 1s 1n the hunt.



174" SCALE

WING SECTION

.......
e

AIR VENT

MACHINE GUNS

This plan for the Curtiss Swift XP-934 [XP-31], dating
from about 1932, is an early example of the fine drawings
produced by Philip L. Mates for Hawk solid model kits. This
kit came with pine parts, but later Hawk kits were balsa.

This was one of 22 Hawk models on display at the Chicago
World's Fair in 1933. This reduced-size plan can be copied

at 122% to be the original size, which is 83" across the border.



" MODEL NUMBER ONE

The Honorable Victor J. Gonzalez Dust, Honorary Consul, P.O. Box 1342, 38080-Santa Cruz De
Teneriff, Canary Islands, has an extended collection of solid models predominantly from an
English firm. The above model is now in Mr. Dust's collection but is not of English origin--
at least of the series he was collecting--and is a puzzle he would like resolved. It is 1/72
scale, made of wood with a cast metal motor and cowling, Boeing F4B-4 type, with empemnage in
painted celluloid. The model is shown as Mr. Dust found it--seemingly built by a well-intent-
ioned youth. Please forward your helpful comments directly to Mr. Dust. Once it is resolved,
we will be happy to Publish the identity of the manufacturer and the sleuth who resolved our

first "mystery ship.'' Oh, as Colombo might say, "'There's just one more thing," the wheels
are turned brass! ‘




KAPA COMMUNIQUE

When space permits, I'll want to pass on ‘some information to the membership that may be
helpful whether from other members or not. It is intended to help you.

=Lists of old kits for sale: Send SASE to

1) Ed Hilton, 1333 Father Ryan Ave., Biloxi, MS. 39530 tel: 601-374-5170

2) Bob's Collector Shop, P.0. Box 796, 115 North Main St., Watervliet, MI. 49098
tel: 616-463-7452

-Reproduction "01d Kits'" for sale just announced:

1) Megow repro solid kits plus additional stick-and-tissue '"Dime Scale" from
Scale Flight Model Airplane Co., 1219 S. Washington St., Bloomington,IN. 47401
send SASE for list and prices.

2) New Hawker Hurricane and Japanese Kawasaki '"'Tony" from Golden Age (see ad) 23" ws
and 24" ws respectively for $13.00 plus postage. Send SASE for catalog.

3) Earl Stahl Old Time Rubber Scale Taylorcraft 0-57 ''Grasshopper' now being kitted
at 32%5'"“ws by Aerodyne, 15421 Redhill, Suite A, Tustin, CA. 92680 (714-258-0805)
for $21.95. No info on shipping. Aerodyne picked up the old R/N line.

KAPA KILASSIFIED

Robert Tendick 827 N. Diamond Jacksonville,IL.62650
217-245-2072 KAPA Member
For .Sale: New full size plans for Magician 35,
FIreball Bipe,Fireball Sportster,&Fireball.$I4 each
- Rolled & Shipped.
. For Trade or Sale: True Jet Streak,by Victor,
—Stanzel Co.
Kits for Sale: Riley Wootens Voodoo,NIB =$50
Consolidated Model Engineering Co."twin Terror"
2-29 engines on a 52" Wing-AA Balsa Die Cut Kit
(NIB) $50 Includes UPS.

b

Carl Goldberg Kit - G I8 Jr. Falcon R/c, 37"

Wingspan for .049 engines (NIB) $35 Includes UPS.
Duralume Silver Streak DGI for .020 engine,by
Top Flite-NIB-$25 Lew McFarland Shark 45 by Jetco
NIB-$I00 Veco Chief 53" cut from original dies-
NIB-$70 Sterling F6F Hellcat,Yak-9, P-5I Mustang,
Flying Fool,&S-1I Ringmaster=-NIB-$30 Each. Will Hold
Items 8 days. For other listings send a L~SASE.

Bank Cashiers Checks Only
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= KITS & PLANS ANTIQUITOUS

Kits and Plans Antiquitous ("KAPA") is a club for people who are
interested in the preservation and exchange of wood model airplane plans
and kits and the history of the companies and individuals who created them.

Membership in KAPA includes the club's quarterly newsletter, KAPA

Kollector, and such other membership activities as may be undertaken. The

KAPA Kollector will include news of the club, and members' stories of the

kit manufacturers and the model designers, as well as advertising for kits
and plans wanted, for sale, or for trade.

The cost of membership is $6 per year, payable to Jim Alaback ( not
KAPA), 12366 Nacido Drive, San Diego, CA 92128.

Advertising in the KAPA Kollector is free to members. Send advertising
(typed or neatly printed in block letters, using black ink, on a 3" x5" card
or postcard), and editorial submissions, to the editor, Louis N. Buffardi,
400 Windward Passage, Slidell, LA 70458.

In advertising or descrlblng kits or plans for sale, club members should
carefully and fully describe the condition of items offered. In the case
of plans specify whether you are offering an original plan or a photocopy
of it, and whether it is _damaged in any way. In the case of kits, box
condltlon and the l‘e‘teness and originality of all the contents are most
important. Mailing chérgeé “if additional, should be specified. Be fair
and honest to” enjoy ?pportt}ruty to buy, sell, or trade through the club.

Louis N. Buffardi
400 Windward Passage
Slidell, LA 70458
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