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The most disappointing aspect of the recent SMAE
Annual General Meeting was the extremely poor attendance,
out of a tetal of 387 a!mmeu clubs less thin twenty were
represenced. This was particularly surprising in view of
the fact that the Prize-Giving Dinner and Dance, held on the
previous evening, had sttracted over 180 people.

This very apparent lack of interest in S.M.AE affairs is,
in our opinion, 2 matter of serious concerm—even meore
30 than the present financial position of the Seciety. It is all
too easy to criticise the SHAE and to expatiate en its
real or imagined thortcomings, bue what i3 overlooked by

3¢ who visualise the Utopian cantralling body i that the
present limitations of the Society are very largely those of
s constituent parts—ics afflisted clubs and members. Its
weaknessas are the measure of their weakness in support.

As was known by all affiliated clubs before the A.G.M..
the imporeant question of increasing the affiliatin fees was
one of the most important items on the agenda and it was
discussed at some length. It was obvious that those present
were unanimously agreed that some increase in the fees
would have to be made, but opinions were sharply divided
on the two recommendations put farward by the Council.
Nevertheless, the arguments put forward for and against
both proposals were in our opinion well reasoned and there
was an agreeable abaence of the wrangling which has been a
feature of previous A.G.Ms

The decision has now been made and we would now
sarnestly appeal to all clubs—whatever the views on the néw
affiliation fees may be—ta accept them in 3 democratic man-
ner. The Society's i
lished without delay and we gincerely hope that the steps
taken at tha A.G.M. will achieve this long haped for object.

Qs Sy

On our cover this month
is reproduced a phato-
graph takenat the North-
ern Heights Gala Day, of
Mrs. PRl Smith with
one of the protatypes

e nusand's
ducted-fan _propelled
Lavochkin 17. It cer.
wainly  flies  mest
realistically and has
starzed off 3 num-
ber of modellers
on development
work with this
interesting new
ype of model
propulsion.
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"RCRAF The F.AL scheme to inaugurate a centralised meeting at
rhieh the World Championships for Rubber, Power, Glider
and Cf

Jels were co be held, has, so0 we understand,

ved a very distinct set-back. It scoms now that it is
sxtremely doubthul whether the scheme which was envisaged
at the Madrid anndfmncl of the F.AL held in May, I9§2_

: can now be reali
Managing Editor The basic difficulty from the sart, as we have already
E.F. H, COSH v o pointed out. has been niu‘nl the necessary funds to cover
not only the cese of organising the ms-:m] but also the
Consulting Editor travailing and the

€ was oped thit the FALL S 3ppesl £o the aircraft nduse
A. F. HOULBERG, AFR.AeS. - o e et through the mll:’ngl“nm pearhgies s L
= . sufficient. su to enable the scheme to fo forward.
; & v“‘"" p "I"-"M We now |n:mmm, That WhITE the al-liny operators
: LR FORIE LCINE and aircraft firmg in the various muntrm re prepared
10 84St their own rmmml clubs ta varying extents, they
are quite definitely not prepared to contribute to a common
Tund which would Also baneht the mationals of othar ountrion.

FEMUARY, 1950 The model aircraft movement is not sufficienty stron
~ financially to stand the strain of subsid o

sending Competitars t. 4 cencral champlonship meetng—
i 7 even if it could finance the running of the event itself, and it
? W i3 obviows UL if the scheme s (o go shead, some ather

of raising the necessary funds must be found. Quite

REGULAR FEATURES dzl'nl(z\y the funds must be available before the scheme goes
HERE AND THERE 2 any further, as it would be sheer folly to start an event of
My EHGINE TESTS No. 4 this nature if it could not be made a continued success in

future years—a point which seems to have been completely
overloaked by those who wanted to run the mesting in this

M.A. BECINMER'S COURSE Pare 7
ming for Fight
country in 1953,
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EDITORIAL

It seems that the Society of Model Aeronautical Edglnnm
may be soon faced with a crisis as a result of the decision
taken at the A.G.M. in November to increase the affiliation
fees to . per annum for seniors and 4s. 4d. for juniors.
Whilst it might have been expected that there would be
some repercussions from those clubs that objected to the
new fees, It was not apparently anticipated that some clubs
would endeavour to evade the issue and affiliate 3 part only
of their membership. We understand, however, that this is
what is taking place in some instances, as certain clubs—
admittedly only a small number at present—are dividing
into 2 contest Mier's section and another - social ~ Section,
If a large number of clubs follow this example che situation
will become wery serious for the Society, as its income might
be even less than it was before the fees were increased.
There is little 1|kei|hnod that the Council will accept the
applications for re-affiliation from
chibs ; t0 4o 50 would be unfar to those clubs that have
accepted in 3 democratic manner the decision taken at the
A.G.M. and have paid the new affiliation fees—even though
they do not entirely approve of them. In addition every
member of a ** contest fliers only club ** would have to be
issued by the 5.M.A.E. with some form of evidence of member-

ur personal opinion is that the A.G.M. decision was 3
most unfortunate one, but the time to express disapproval
was at the A.G.M.. and these clubs who took ne steps to
make thelr views known either by correspondence, proxy
vote or attendance at the meeting have now only themselves
1o blame. Al clubs should support the S.M.A.E. and see
that the A.G.M. to be held on November 22nd, when the
fees will be reconsidered, is 3 better attended and more
representative meeting than the last.

Gres Sroty

M. Shepherd, of the Epsom
M.A.C.. specialises in
building iemi-icale

craft. However he was
one jump ahead with
this one, for he had

four-jet  delta
completed  before

Contents.
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The fact that we have occasionally expressed editorial
views in ** Madel Aircraft " which do not coincide with those
of the 5.M.A.E. seems to have been misunderst:
quarters, We feel that it may help to clarify the position if
we draw the attention of our readers to the fact that althaugh

Model Aircraft ** is the official journal of the S.M.A.E. the
Society has no control over the editorial policy or business
affairs of this publicatio

odel Alrcrafe  has always been willing to provide the
ty with the means

on it has supported the Society financially to the extent
v nearly €3,000 since the end of the war. It must be
remembered that even if every member of the SMA!
bought ** Medel Aircraft ** each month, they would rej
only a very small proportios of our tat: rmmnlp.
nevertheless, by devating space regularly to reporting the
Society's activitles, we have brought these to the notice of
the many thousands of model fliers. who are not members of
affiliated clubs.

Although *' Model Aircraft " is recognised as the official
iuumal the S.M.A.E. this does not mean that we have to

“tos the party line.” It alwavs has been our policy to
express our views on matters of general interest in a lunk
and unbiased manner, and we shall continue ta
future. If being the official journal involved any estrict n
on our Editorial freedom, we would not hesitate to propose
to the S.M.AE. that we should discontinue the use of this
title.

In conclusion, we would like to make it quite clear that
relations between the Society and the publishers of ** Model
Aireraft " have always been, and still are, most cordial.
The Society itself is, of course, fully conversant with the
position which we have outlined above. By publishing this
statement we crust that we make the position clear for thase
wheo were unaware of the facts.

Cres Sroty

Roger Clarke, seen on our
cover this month, must
enjoy achletics, for al-
though 1 keen R/C flier
himself, he is frequently
seen launching other

is Sid Allen’s, and it
was _ photographed
on the cceasion

winning the Rip-

autumn
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It has been evident in recent months that control line
contestenthusiats, and particularly chose in the London ar
foel that they are being neglected by the S.M.AE. They say
that compared with their free-fi ;h:mmrp-m they are not

* getting a fair crack of the whip " and one of our recent
correspondents went 3o far 33 to blame the lack of en-
Spemgormen: | by the Society for the decline in the popularity

Are these complaints justified ! The answer is that in
some respects they are and in others they are not. Itisa
fact, of course, that only five SM.AE. C/L events are in-
cluded in the contest programme, but it must be borne in
mind that the holding of either speed, stunt, or team race
events on any ather than a centralised basis is impracticable
for obvious reasons.

It must be agreed that the Society has not failed to
provide C/L flers wich the opportunity of competing in
international events : in fact, teams have been sent to
Knokke, Brussels and Namur and as is well known they
have been outstandingly successful.

However, although the Council agreed in principle nearly
two years ago to the allocation of cups for each of the seven
speed classes, these have not so far been provided. The
reasons for this are (3) that no donar(s) have been forth-
coming and (b) lack of funds.

ome resentment has 3lso been caused by the S.M.AE.
Council's decision not ta treat each class in the speed events
ac the Nationals as 2 separate contest and award the special
competition winners' badges accordingly. Despite repeated
prasesss from the Landan Area Committes the Councl's
on this matter has remained uncl

There is a good deal to be said for mz case put forward
by the C/L fliers ; we do feel, however, that they might obtain
more action from the S.M.A.E. if they not only complained
but also put forward for consideration some constructive
ideas on the manner in which their grievances could be
removed—In other words, instead of siying they want
something, to say what it is they want !

Crwes Srvty

Typical of the younger
modellers who will make
tomorrow’s expert com-
petition fliers is keen
Crystal _Palace Madel
Flying Club member

. W. Wood. Phato-
graphedin the brilliant
spring sunshine
Epsam Downs, he is
hotding i fatest
model, 2 Powavan..
The Frog kit from
which this medel
was built is un-
wsual in that it
employs a high
thrust line.
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Sea Otter Plan MA 153 FF IC Scale Military.

Photo. Plan.

Supermarine 508 Plan FF IC Scale Military.

Photo.
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ESB T ORRE A L

MopE‘ The advent of the Coronstion of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth Il brings to us all 2 new hope for the future, not

only an account of Her Majesty's youth, charm, and modern

‘IRCRAFT cutlaok, bt 253 result of the unbounded courage and devo-
tion to duty she has displayed and which is an inspiration and

example to us all.
To us, in the model aireralt movement, special inspiration
is derived through Her Majesty's close interest and lifelong
acquaintance with aviation matters which raises the hope
that her reign will see this country cantinue its ascendency
in all branches of aviation from the fargest air liner to the
humblest mode!,

There is no doubt that the future of this country is com-
Consulting Editor pletely dependent on aircraft supremacy for the maintenance
A. F. HOULBERG, A.F.R.A of its status in the modern world, and there is equally no
ke ne MARAe doube that an air-minded monarch will go far in stimulating
that universal interesc which is so vitally necessary to the
attainment of a supreme position in the air. ln this direction
we are further encouraged by the great interest takon in
aviation by H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh, who has now
completed his pilot training course, snd was recently awarded
JUNE, 1953 Yol 12. No.#, his * wings." Those who were privileged to meet His
Royal Highness when h:opencd The Model Engineer Exhibition
last October could not fail to have been impressed by the

CDnlenls et et o el b il
We may look upon the Coronation of Her Majesty as being
the first stepping stane in a new sphere of British prasperity
and development, and in sincerely wishing Her Majesty a
happy. prosperous and brilliant reign we join in the hope
that her Coronation heralds a new era of British achievement.

Managing Editor
E.F. H. COSH
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Engineer Exhibition lase
year, recently aroused
sraciaL reATURS Lomsicerable interest
in aviation circles by
GLDEA DB cmburking o0 o
CEnThGAL 1ans
e lbgenios R.A.F. pilet training

picture
sLaNS shows the con-
CRear puFE trols of a Chid-
i THIN MAN munk  aircraft
being explained
1 W' FEATURE ARTICLE ing ex
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Cream Puff Plan MA 155 CL Sport Racer.

Photo.
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lonosphere Plan MA 157 FF IC Sport.
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Curtiss Owl Plan MA 159 FF IC Scale Military.
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Hurricane lic Plan MA 166 FF IC Scale
Military Fighter.

Photo. Plan.

Sura Plan MA 167 FF Sport Glider.

Photo. Plan.

Compilation and processing of data by Hisat.



MODEL
AIRCRAFT

12Model Aircraft December 1953

MODEL
AIRCRAFT

Managing Editor
E. F. H. COSH

Consulting Editor
A. F. HOULBERG, AF.R.AesS.

Advertsamant Manager
1. V. FORBES-BUCKINGHAM

DECEMBER 1953

Condends

REGULAR FEATURES
HERE AND THERE
OVER THE COUNTER
TOPICAL TWISTS.
AVIATION NEWSPAGE
ENGINE TESTS
0. 4. The WAF |
MODEL TALK
ACCENT ON POWER
Stunt Trands. Part 1
BEGINNERS' COURSE
The Jotex Motor
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
PROTOTYPES WORTH MODELLING
The Wright Bipta
AEROFOIL SECTIONS RAF. IS
cLues

SPECIAL FEATURES
WILLIE AND THE MAGIC KIT
FIFTY YEARS AGO

BOOKS FOR CHRISTHAS
GREMLIN

CROSSWORD

PLANS
RUMPLER TAUBE
TOM AND JERRY

PHOTOPAGES
UK. CHALLENGE MATEH
THE ONES THAT GOT AWAY

Ex DT O RE AL

**Is there sufficient international interest in control line
speed flying at the present time to the holding
of the World Speed Championships I'° This question
was put to us by a correspondent recently and, frankly,
we found it difficult to give a2 straight answer.

This "' M.A." reader pointed out that 35 3 World Cham-
pionship event, the 1953 meeting held in Milan in June
was a complete flop. It is a fact, of course, that only three
full teams (Italy, France and Great Britain) entered, but this
is considered by the London Area speed fans, at any rate,
to have been due to the event being confined to 10 c.c.
powered models. They have suggested that ** in future the
World C/L Championships should be decided on the per-
formance of a team of three, one flying in each class, the top
country to be the thlmpton the individual C/L champian:
ship should be aban

This resolution has now been approved by the SM.AE.
Council and will be discussed at the next meeting of the
F.AL Model Commission. If it is accepted by the F.AL,
it may provide the stimulus and encouragement which C
speed flying seems to urgently need, for the fact must be
faced that interest in this branch of our hobby has greatly
diminished throughout the world in recent years.

In some European countries this interest appears to have
died altogether and aver here there were only six competi-
tors. in the elimination trials to choose the team to go to
Italy. Surely this was not entirely due to the champianships
being restricted to 10c.c. models ! Our correspondent
pointed out that while it must be admitted that C/L speed
enthusiasts, although comparatively small in numbers, are
extremely keen, 5o are the team racing and R C fliers.

The question remains: Should the World C/L Speed
Championships be continued in an effort to put C/L speed
flying back on the map 1 What do other readers think !

Cover Stosy

Photographed at Cranfield
this year, Lederer of
Austria had a most un-
usual power model fiying
in the Championships.
The design showed a
strong Cskar Czepa in-
fluence, for Lederer

is 3 member of the
same club, **Stick **
fuselage, anhedral
wilplane, all-sheet
wings and single-
blade prop areas
unconventional
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